
Message from Your School Counselors 
Career Guidance Can Help Students Explore Interests.    
Our middle school guidance and counseling program focuses on the rapidly changing needs of 
young adolescents.  It is especially sensitive to the struggles of middle school students’ 
developing self-awareness as well as the need to empower students to navigate and balance 
their academic, career and social competencies.   

Under our CMS career guidance model, our mission as middle school counselors is to support 
and enhance the academic curriculum by providing opportunities for career exploration 
outside of the classroom.  The CMS Guidance Department seeks to connect students to real-
world experiences through various activities. Students across all three grade levels attended 
career presentations during lunch called Career Cafe.  Our 8th grade students ventured into the 
real-world with Job Shadowing Day.   

Research has shown that students feel more engaged in school when they are able to see the 
connection between what they are learning and real-world applications, such as how what 
they’re learning in the classroom will benefit them after graduation.   Short point, “how will 
this help me with a job/career?” If students have career goals as they move through school, it 
gives them a reason for why they need an education.   Our 6th and 7th grade students were 
introduced to the sixteen career clusters to help them to make connections between their 
interests, skills, knowledge, and future careers. Our vision is to “link learning to the real 
world.” We believe this will help keep students engaged in their academics.  Middle school is 
an exciting, yet challenging time for students - they are searching and forming their own 
identity as peers become more influential  in their lives; exploring a variety of interests, trying 
to understand how their learning in the classroom is connected to life and work.  When we 
engage our students  in thinking about their interests and 
opportunities,  it builds a sense of hope and optimism 
about their future.  Students will often say they want to be 
a veterinarian, but sometimes what they really mean is that 
they want to work with animals.  Our goal in middle 
school is to help them explore other possibilities related to 
what they’ve identified as an interest.   
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During the month of February, CMS 
students were given the opportunity to learn 
about different careers. Professionals from a 
variety of occupations were invited to visit 
CMS and speak with our students about their 
careers during the students’ lunch breaks.  
Among those who volunteered their time 
and knowledge were an F.B.I. agent, 
restaurant owner, social worker, computer 
programmer, riding instructor, landscape 

specialist, 
sales 
manager, 
athletic 
trainer, 
and an 
engineer.  
York 
Technical 

College sent representatives to speak to the 
students about programs available on their 
campus and to increase their awareness of 
various career opportunities.   

If you would be interested in sharing your 
knowledge with our students during our next 
Career Café in February 2018, please 
contact one of the CMS School Counselors. 

    Debbie Wingard:  8th Grade     
Debbie.wingard@clover.k12.sc.us 
        Teresa Ringer:  7th Grade 
Teresa.ringer@clover.k12.sc.us 
   Shaun Huitt: 6th Grade 
shaun.huitt@clover.k12.sc.us 

 

More than one hundred CMS 8th graders 
spent February 24th off campus shadowing 
various careers.  Students were given the 
opportunity to learn about the work of 
veterinarians, robotic specialists, 
photographers, policemen, mechanics, 
computer specialists, architects and many, 
many other occupations.  Responses from 
students and their hosts were resoundingly 
positive.   

The job shadowing experience enables 
students to experience workplace skills such 
as telephone skills, computer skills, client/
customer interactions, presentation skills, 
meeting skills, and many others.  It provides 
students with exposure to professionals who 
share their subject knowledge and help 
students make the connection between 
school work and future careers. 

Both students and staff at CMS appreciate 
all the businesses and professionals who 
gave our students an opportunity to learn 
first-hand about the world of work. 

Although CSD employees are not able to 
coordinate job placement, particularly if the 
host has not gone through the CSD volunteer 
background check, we can provide parents 
with a list of businesses or professionals 
willing to work with our students so that 
may secure a job shadowing experience.   

If you or your company are willing to 
sponsor a student for job shadowing day in 
February 2018, please contact a Clover 
Middle School counselor.   
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IGP Day for Eighth Graders
                                              
On April 22nd eighth 
grade students and 
their parents will visit 
the high school 
campus and complete 
their first IGP.  The 
IGP is an Individual 
Graduation Plan and 
is required for 
students each year 
from eighth grade 
through graduation.  The purpose of the plan 
is to provide a “road map” that will guide 
students toward their education and career 
goals.  At the IGP meeting students and their 
parents will discuss classes, decide on a 
career cluster, and choose their ninth-grade 
electives.  Conferences are by appointment 
and will be mailed to parents within the next 
two weeks.  

Mark Your Calendar 
•  March 20th  During this week 

eighth grade students will take MAP 
test in early so that the information 
is available for IGP (Individual 
Graduation Plan) meetings. 

• March 28th 6:30 PM Rising 9th 
grade Parent Meeting at CSD 
Auditorium.  

• April 19  Eighth grade students will 
visit the Applied Technology Center 
at Clover High School. 

• April 22 Eighth grade IGP 
conferences at Clover High School. 

For more information, visit the 
Guidance Department webpage 
Click College/Career Readiness & 
IGP’s from the menu on the left. 

Clover School District  
Career Clusters 
Parents, you can have your students use 
our SCOIS system to learn more about the 
career clusters and do really cool activities 
about “real world” careers. Visit 
www.scois.net  Students may come get their 
username and passwords from their 
counselor. 

Manufacturing:  These workers 
change raw materials into useful products, 
like changing iron ore into sheet metal to 
make a car.  Some occupations in this cluster 
include auto body repairer, tool and die 
maker, mechanic, and assembly line worker. 

 

Business, Management & 
Administration:  These workers 
make plans, direct people and run high 
levels of work in all areas of business.  
Some occupations in this cluster include 
office manager, accountant, and funeral 
director.   
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Government & Public 
Administration:  These workers 
oversee all areas of government at local, 
state and federal levels, such as charging 
people taxes, managing cities and keeping 
the country safe.  Some occupations in this 
cluster include driver’s license clerk, park 
ranger, policeman, and mayor.   

Hospitality & Tourism:  These 
workers manage and operate businesses that 
people use for leisure or travel, such as 
restaurants, hotels and vacation spots, such 
as amusement parks. Some occupations in 
this cluster include hotel receptionist, chef, 
camp manager, and amusement park 
(Carowinds) workers. 

 

Education & Training:  These 
workers help people learn and gain skills.  
Many of these jobs are in schools.  Some 
occupations in this cluster include  teacher, 
coach, and librarian.   

 

Marketing, Sales & Service:  
These workers sell or make plans for how to 
sell goods (Play Stations, computers, 
clothes, etc.) or services like delivering the 
newspaper.  Some occupations in this cluster 
include FedEx driver, sales clerk, and 
department store buyer. 

 

Architecture & 
Construction:  These workers design, 
build, remodel and repair building and other 
structures.  Some occupations in this cluster 
include drywall installer, brick mason, 
carpenter, and architect. 

 

Transportation, Distribution 
& Logistics:  These workers operate 
equipment used to move people and objects 
from one location to another.  They may 
drive trucks, navigate ships or fly airplanes.  
Some occupations in this cluster include air 
traffic controller, flight attendant, cruise ship 
captain, and tow truck operator.  
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Agriculture, Food, & Natural 
Resources:  These workers grow and 
sell farm and forest products, breed and raise 
animals and catch fish.  Some occupations in 
this cluster include animal trainer, tree 
trimmer, farmer, and veterinary assistant.   
 

Human 
Services:  These 

workers help people with their needs by 
offering services ranging from basic 
personal grooming and household cleaning 
to counseling and social service programs.  
Some occupations in this cluster include 
child care worker, social worker,  school 
counselor, and psychologist.   
 

Health Science:  These workers 
help keep people and animals healthy. Some 
occupations in this cluster include nurse, 
dental hygienist, pharmacist, and doctor. 

!  
Information Technology:  
These workers design, develop and mange 
all kinds of computer hardware and software 
systems.  Some occupations in this cluster 
include computer programmer, computer 
support specialist, computer engineer, and 
software engineer. 

Finance:  These workers offer services 
in all areas of finance, such as banking, 
insurance and financial planning.   Some 
occupations in this cluster include bank 
teller, loan officer, and insurance 

underwriter.   

Arts, A/V Technology & 
Communication:  These workers 
create and share ideas or information with 
other people.  They may make movies, draw 
pictures, announce the news on television or 
communicate in other ways.  Some 
occupations in this cluster include camera 
operator, photographer, disc jockey, 
journalist, and graphic artist.   

Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics:  
These workers use their knowledge of 
science and math to do research or 
experiments, solve problems or invent 
things. Some occupations in this cluster 
include chemist, construction engineer, 
meteorologist, and biologist.   
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Snapshots from 
the Career Cafe 
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